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wharf,  when  she  was  in  port,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  vessels,  upon 
the  ground  that  she  was  numbered  among  that  class  of  boats  term- 
ed tobacco  vessels,  but  inasmuch  as  your  committee  have  ascer- 
tained that  this  steamer  for  a  number  of  years  past,  has  carried  but 
a  small  quantity  of  tobacco  to  market,  and  the  place  she  occupies 
at  the  wharf  could  be  better  managed  for  the  use  of  the  State  than 
by  permiuing  her  still  to  enjoy  the  privilege,  she  now  has,  they 
would  recommend  that  she  shall  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing, 
as  other  vessels  and  steamers  resorting  to  the  wharves,  which  are 
not  classed  under  the  head  of  tobacco  boats,  reserving  at  the  same 
time  the  right  to  the  said  steamer,  to  land  what  tobacco  she  may 
carry  to  the  warehouses  free  of  any  wharfage  duty. 

Your  committee  deem  it  advise^ble  that  a  certain  portion  of  the 
public  wharves  adjacent  to  the  tobacco  inspection  houses  should 
be  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  tobacco  boats  Vv'hen  they  arrive  in 
port,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  vessels,  differently  jadened,  and 
that  such  portion  of  said  wharves  so  set  apart,  should  be  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  tobacco  inspectors,  in  order  that  due  fa- 
cility may  be  given  to  the  landing  of  tobacco  designed  for  said 
inspection  houses.  And  they  would  also  suggest  with  a  view  to 
the  facility  of  landing  tobacco,  and  to  an  increase  of  the  revenue 
derived  from  the  wharves,  that  whenever  an  inspector  shall  furn- 
ish a  birth  for  a  tobacco  boat,  the  master  of  said  boat,  shall  loose 
no  time  in  landing  said  tobacco,  nor  should  he  land  a  portion  of 
his  cargo,  and  then  go  elsewhere  to  land  other  articles,  that  he 
may  have  on  board,  and  afterwards  return  to  the  same  birth,  and 
occupy  it  to  the  exclusion  of  other  vessels;  but  in  all  cases  he 
should  be  compelled  to  land  the  whole  of  his  tobacco  cargo,  be- 
fore leaving  the  wharf,  or  loose  his  right  to  occupy  the  same  birth 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  boats. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts  and  circumstances  connected 
with  the  public  wharves,  and  State  tobacco  warehouses,  your  com- 
mittee would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  bills, 
in  reference  to  the  same. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  MARTIN,  from  the  Select  Committee 
appointed  to  inspect  the  State  Tobacco  Warehouses, 


[Document  T.] 
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March  6ih,  1848. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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COMMUNICATION. 


7b  the  Honorable, 

The  General  Assembly  of  Maryland : 

A  communication  which  was  placed  on  the  files  of  the  House 
of  Delegates  on  Ihe  third  instant  from  William  Price,  Esq.,  a  late 
director  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  requires  a 
brief  notice  at  our  hands. 

This  communication  is  a  labored  effort  to  make  it  appear  that 
a  majority  of  the  State's  Agents  have  disregarded  the  instructions 
of  the  legislature  and  endangered  the  success  of  the  ariangements 
for  completing  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal — first  by  uniting 
with  the  stockholders  in  the  utianimous  removal  of  the  directors, 
in  which  he  undertakes  to  accuse  them  of  being  actuated  solely 
by  a  desire  to  effect  a  change  in  the  location  of  the  office  of  the 
canal  company;  and  secondly  by  introducing  a  resolution  (which 
was  passed  unanimouslij  by  the  stockholders)  declaring  that  in 
their  opinion  "it  is  inconsistent  with  the  interest  of  this 
company  for  any  director  or  ofiicer  of  the  company,  to  be- 
come the  counsel  or  agent  of  any  contractor  with  the  com- 
pany or  other  persons,  where  the  interests  of  such  persons  may 
be  adverse  10  those  of  the  company:"  this  resolution  Mr.  Price 
asserts  was  '■^avowedly  intended  as  a  censure  upon  his  conduct," 
in  becoming  the  agent  of  the  contractors  for  the  negotiation  of  the 
bonds  to  be  issued  for  the  completion  of  the  canal,  (said  negotiation 
being  a  preliminary  condition  of  the  contract,  and  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  directors,") — and  attempts  without  a  shadow  of 
reason  lo  attribute  the  action  of  the  agents  in  voting  for  this 
resolution  to  the  same  motive,  viz  :  to  his  opposition  to  their 
supposed  toishes,  in  reference  to  the  location  of  the  office  of  the 
company. 

We  regret  that  Mr.  Price  should  have  so  far  forgotten  what  was 
due  to  his  own  dignity  a=-  to  suffer  his  mortification,  at  an  implied 
censure,  to   induce   him  to  attempt  to  mislead  the  legislature  by 
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raising  false  issues ;  and  also,  to  contend  (as  he  does  in  this  com- 
imu-ication)  for  the  propriety  of  his  becoming  the  agent  of  one 
paiiy  to  a  contract  even  for  a  fee;  and  at  the  same  time  being  the 
director  and  retained  counsel  of  the  other  party  interested.  We 
are  prepared  to  prove  that  his  positions  are  entirely  untenable — that 
we  have  on  all  occasions  maintained  the  right  of  the  legislature  to 
instruct  the  agents  and  the  equal  right  of  the  stockholders  to  in- 
struct the  president  and  directors — that  the  directors  (with  a  single 
exception)  refused,  in  broad  teriiis,  to  acknowledge  the  control  of 
the  siockholderS;  in  a  communication  to  the  stockholders  (in  reply 
to  certain  resolutions,  passed  by  them)  in  which  they  use  the  fol- 
lowing language  : 

'^They  (the  directors)  are  aware  that  these  resolutions  do  neces- 
sarily import,  and,  were  intended  in  the  broadest  manner  to  assert 
that  the  will  of  the  stockholders,  whether  openly  declared  or  to  be 
gathered  by  inference  from  their  proceedings  is  not  to  be  contra- 
vened in  any  manner  or  to  any  extent  by  the  board  of  Directors. 
This  is  understood  to  be  the  assumption  which  the  preamble  and 
resolutions  carry  upon  their  face,  ai^.d  it  is  this  very  assumpiion 
which  tlie  undersigned  intend  to  deny.''''  We  are  also  prepared  to 
prove  that  the  stockholders  and  agents  (with  a  single  exception) 
have  invariably  refused  to  recognize  the  correctness  of  this  piinci- 
ple  and  have  never  given  their  sanction  in  any  wa}'^  to  the  views 
of  the  directors  in  this  respect,  end  that  the  re-election  of  the  direc- 
tors in  February,  1S47,  (after  u  delay  of  several  months  beyond  the 
usual  time  for  the  election)  was  based  upon  assurances  of  their  inten- 
tion to  conform  to  the  views  of  the  stockholders  in  reference  to  the 
general  principle  of  thair  control ;  which  assurances  u^ere  not  subse- 
quently fulfilled  by  them. 

An  exammation  of  the  proceedings  appended  to  our  annual  re- 
port will  also  show  that  after  the  utianimous passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  Mr.  Price  denominates  "a  gross  and  gratuitous  insult," 
he  w^as  again  nominated  for  re-election  as  a  director  by  the  gentle- 
man in  whose  ban  is  he  had  placed  his  letter  of  resignation,  (and 
who  is  therefore  presumed  to  have. acted  by  his  authority;)  and  that 
this  letter  was  not  presented  to  the  stockholders  until  after  he  had 
been  nominated,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  he  would  not  be  re-elec- 
ted ;aUiiough  in  this  letter  he  explicid}' declares  that  he  cannot 
''co!upromise  his  personal  dignity  by  continuing  to  have  any  fur- 
their  official  comieciion  with  the  corporation." 

Mr.  Price  asserts  that  no  q(ficial  report  has  been  made  to  the 
legislature  by  the  State's  agents,  and  takes  it  upon  himself  very 
considerately  lo  perform  ibis  duty  for  them. 

^Ve  presume  the  legislature  are  perfectly  competent  to  deter- 
mine for  themselves  wdrether  the  undersigned  have  complied  with 
the  provisions  of  the  law  maicing  it  the  duty  ^^oi such  of  the  agents 
as  shall  attend  and  be  present  at  tire  several  meetings  of  the 
stockiioiders  of  the  said  companies,  to  keep  a  correct  jourtial  of 
the  proceedings  of  saiti  stockhoideis  in  general  meetings  assem- 
ble!, and  report  the  same  to  ihc  legislature  with  such  remarks  as 
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may  seem  to  them  expedient,"  &c.,  and  whether  the  assertion  of 
Mr.  Price  to  the  contrary,  is  not  a  reflection  upon  the  inteihgence 
of  the  House  of  Delegates,  by  whom  the  report  of  llie  under- 
signed has  been  accepted,  and  who  have  evinced  their  favorable 
consideration  of  it,  by  ordering  the  printing  of  a  thousand  extra 
copies. 

We  might  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company  to  show,  as  they  do  con- 
clusively, the  erroneousness  of  the  impressions  which  Mr.  Price 
has  labored  to  produce,  and  we  are  ready  at  all  times  to  refute  them 
by  the  most  irrefragable  proof;  and  also  to  show  that  in  our  oflicial 
proceedings  we  have  never  been  actuated  by  personal  or  local  con- 
siderations. We  are  perfectly  satisfied,  however,  to  leave  it  to  (he 
legislature  fo  determine,  whether  we  have  acfed  correctly,  in  main- 
taining, that  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  company,  should  manage  the  business  of  the  com- 
pany, in  all  respects  in,  the  manner  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
interest  of  (he  State,  in  the  opinion  of  the  State's  agents  having 
charge  of  that  interest ;  and  whether  the  stockholders  and  agents 
were  right  in  unanimoiishj  resolving  "that  it  is  inconsistent\vith 
the  interests  of  the  corripany,  for  any  director  or  officer  of  (his 
company  (o  become  the  counsel  or  agent  of  any  contractor  with 
this  company  or  of  any  other  persons  w^here  the  interest  of  said 
persons  may  be  adverse  to  that  of  the  company;"  and  whether  it 
was  inconsistent  with  the  interests  of  this  companj'-  for  a  gentle- 
man occupying  the  position  of  director,  and  at  the  same  time  that 
of  retained  counsel  of  the  company,  to  become  the  agent  of  pai-- 
ties  with  ivhom  a  contract  had  been  made  by  the  board  of  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  //•o?7i  uhom 
it  was  his  duly  as  a  diiector  to  exact  a  strict  compliance  with  tlieir 
contract;  and  whether  he  should  have  been  induced  by  awj  motive 
whatsoever  to  become  the  agent  of  the  contractors,  in  the 
capacity  (to  use  his  own  language)  ^'of  an  individual  citi- 
zen and  not  as  a  director,"  for  the  puipose  of  Jinaking  a  nego- 
tiation for  them,  upon  the  approval  of  which  it  would  afterwards 
become  his  duty  to  act  in  his  qfjicial  capacity  as  a  director  and  as 
the  counsel  of  the  company;  and  at  tlie  risk  of  defeating  a  ne- 
gotiation by  objecting  as  their  agent  and  for  their  interest  to 
terms  which  they  might  have  been  willing  to  accede  to,  when  his 
duty  to  tJie  company  should  have  required  him  to  use  all  his  ef- 
forts (as  a  c^«>ec^or  and  not  as  (lie  agent  of  the  contractors.)  to 
promote  (he  success  of  any  negotiation  by  which  an  amount  of 
fimds  would  be  realized  sufficient  to  effect  the  completion  of  the 
canal,  and  which  the  contractors  themselves  might  be  willing  lo 
accede  lo  ;  notwithstanding  it  might  (in  his  opinion)  prove  ulti- 
mately ruinous  lo  them. 

Mr.  Price  has  also  seen  fit  (o  complain  of  our  refraining  from 
any  comments  upon  the  resolution  of  (he  stockholders,  to  which 
he  takes  exception,  or  upon  his  letter  resigning  his  seat  as  a  direc- 
tor, in   consequence  of   that    resolution.     We   know  not    v.hat 
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stronger  evidence  we  could  have  shown  of  our  disposition  to  avoid, 
as  far  as  possible,  all  allusions  of  a  personal  character,  and  regret 
that  we  have  been  compelled  by  his  communication,  to  say  as 
much  as  we  have  felt  bound  to  do  in  vindication  of  the  course 
v/hich  has  been  pursued  by  the  stockholders  and  agents,  (with  a 
single  exception,)  and  to  show  the  true  reasons  for  the  attack 
which  he  has  seen  fit  to  make  upon  the  majority  of  the  State's 
agents. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

TENCH  TILGHMAN,")  State's 
SAMUEL  SPRIGG,       ^AgenU, 

Annapolis,  March  4th,  1848. 
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